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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AT SCHOOL BOARD MEETINGS
Members of the community are invited and encouraged to attend meetings of the
Dickenson County School Board to observe its deliberations. Any member of the
community may address the Board on matters related to the Dickenson County public
schools at any regular meeting as provided in the accompanying regulation. Persons
wishing to address the School Board are requested to contact the superintendent, the
School Board chairman, or their designee for placement on the agenda.
The chairman is responsible for the orderly conduct of the meeting and shall rule
on such matters as the appropriateness of the subject being presented and length of
time for such presentation. Upon recognition by the chairman, the speaker shall address
himself to the chairman and if, at the conclusion of his remarks, any member of the
School Board desires further information, the member will address the speaker only with
the permission of the chairman. No one will be allowed to make additional presentations
until everyone who wishes to speak has an opportunity to make an initial presentation.
A reasonable period of time, as determined by the School Board, will be
allocated at each regular meeting for community members to present matters of
concern.
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Legal Ref.:

Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended, §§ 22.1-78, 22.1-253.13:7.

Cross Ref.: BDDE
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Guidelines for “Public Comment” at
Dickenson County School Board Meetings
A period of time for “Public Comment” will be designated on the meeting agenda in
which the public may make comment on items they feel are important. The Dickenson County
School Board believes that the citizens of the county should be heard and this is an acceptable
format for receiving public comment.
While we do not wish to restrict the free expression of opinion, we feel that certain
restrictions may be necessary so that order and reasonable standards of decorum may be
maintained.
We ask that the following standards be adhered to:


Speaker will be recognized by the Chair.



Delegations addressing the same issue will appoint a spokesperson to speak for them.



Each speaker will be limited to five minutes.



Speakers will be courteous while speaking and refrain from the use of vulgarity or
profanity, and will avoid reference to specific children or students.



Board members should not respond to issues presented by speakers unless
clarification is necessary.



Matters of concern raised under “Public Comment” will be referred to the proper
official for investigation and future Board consideration, if necessary.
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